Integrated care for MS patients.
The problem of complex healthcare to MS patients, together with the rising prevalence of MS and escalating costs, has caused healthcare policy makers to consider innovative approaches to controlling costs and improving the quality of care. An integrated care approach may provide a means for better coordination and delivery of care. The aim is to review recent integrated care initiatives and their significance for MS patients. A literature search was conducted to trace relevant literature on integrated care for MS patients published between 1995 and 2003. Although integrated care appears to offer potential for eliminating fragmentation and discontinuity in healthcare for MS patients, there are few published studies which have evaluated its implementation with MS patients. Even though the potential advantages of integrated care are well known, the applicability of this approach for MS patients has still to be demonstrated.